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Peru's President Alberto Fujimori took the oath of office for an unprecedented third term on July
28. Outside the Congress, police in riot gear and using tear gas battled protesters, while inside
opposition lawmakers jeered the president. The protests were both a new blot on Fujimori's already
tarnished record and a setback for the opposition, which failed to keep its promise of a nonviolent
demonstration. Fujimori was elected to his third term in a fraud-tainted election boycotted by the
opposition (see NotiSur, 2000-06- 09).
International observers, including the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Atlantabased Carter Center, left before the elections took place because of the government's unwillingness
to address the serious problems. International monitors said the election did not meet minimum
standards of fairness, and they refused to lend it legitimacy by overseeing it.

Inauguration marred by jeers
Only two presidents from the Americas attended the inauguration: Bolivia's Hugo Banzer and
Ecuador's Gustavo Noboa. Other countries, including the US, sent lower-level representatives. The
46 opposition legislators heckled Fujimori when he took the podium, and 27 of them walked out of
the chamber, some covering their faces with gas masks before joining the demonstration outside.
Other opposition members held a sign saying "Majority Bought," a reference to accusations
that Fujimori regained control of the legislature following the election by paying opposition
lawmakers to switch parties. In his address, Fujimori vowed his new term would be one of further
"strengthening democratic institutions...and creating jobs and prosperity." But in ten years in
office, Fujimori has not reduced poverty in Peru. Fifty percent of the 24 million people are poor,
with 15% living in extreme poverty. The president says poverty could be alleviated through greater
government intervention, but in his previous two terms, he has adhered to strict neoliberal policies.
Felix Murillo, head of the Instituto Nacional de Estadistica e Informatica (INEI), reported that 38%
of Peruvians depend on food donated by the government, a percentage that reaches 60% in some
rural areas and in poor urban districts. Protests begin peacefully but end in violence Protests, led by
opposition leader Alejandro Toledo, began July 26 with the Marcha de los Cuatro Suyos, a reference
to the four cardinal points of the Inca empire.
On the evening of July 27, an estimated 80,000 demonstrators staged the biggest protest of
Fujimori's decade in power. At that rally, police did not intervene. "We come here to say, `No to
the dictatorship!'" Toledo said in a fiery speech that night. "We are going to rescue liberty and
democracy from the clutches of the dictator."
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The following day, as Fujimori was taking the oath of office, street battles erupted outside between
protesters and police. The Banco de la Nacion building was set on fire and destroyed. Six people
died in the fire five security guards and a driver for the bank. The Jurado Nacional de Elecciones
(JNE) building and the former Education Ministry were also set ablaze. The fires burned out of
control for two hours before fire trucks arrived.
At least 100 people were injured during the demonstrations and more than 200 were arrested. "We
tried to march peacefully for two days we've been marching but today they fired tear gas right at us,
directly at our bodies," said student Cesar Veldez.

Mutual blame follows violence
Toledo laid most of the blame for the violence on infiltrators from the Servicio de Inteligencia
Nacional (SIN). "I can tell you our program has been peaceful," Toledo said. "Nevertheless, we were
met with brutal repression like I have never seen in my life. We have information that 100 agents
from the intelligence service infiltrated the marchers and provoked acts of violence." Toledo said the
violent political repression shows that Fujimori has begun his third term "protected by tanks, guns,
and tear-gas grenades" because "he does not have the support of the people."
Gen. Fernando Dianderas, head of the Policia Nacional, dismissed the allegation that the police
had used firearms to turn back the demonstrators. He called Toledo's accusations an insult to the
intelligence of the Peruvian people. Julio Carrion, a Peruvian political scientist at the University
of Delaware, said he believed the SIN likely had a hand in some of the violence. "But it would be
disingenuous to blame everything on the intelligence service," said Carrion. But, the violence could
signal a resurgence of "heavy-handed tactics" by Fujimori to retain his grip on power, he said.
The president and the administration blamed the opposition for the deaths and threatened to bring
criminal charges against Toledo. And statements by some government officials suggested that
incriminating Toledo would taint his image and discredit him as an interlocutor with the OAS.
Blanca Nelida Colan, president of the executive committee of the Public Ministry, named Richard
Saavedra Lujan as special prosecutor to investigate the violence. The opposition has frequently
challenged Colan for her submission to the administration.
Even before Saavedra began his investigation, Colan said that Toledo and his organizers were
criminally responsible. "You cannot convoke a demonstration," she said, "and later deny
responsibility for what happens." Legislator Fernando Olivera, a member of the opposition though
not a supporter of Toledo, requested a congressional investigation into the events of July 28.
"Neither of the two stories is acceptable," he said. "They accuse their adversaries without evidence
to obtain an ignoble advantage. There is direct responsibility, which we need to investigate, but
there is also indirect responsibility, committed by those who created this situation and by those who
did not adopt measures to prevent it."
Saavedra began his activities on July 29 by ordering the arrest of 172 demonstrators. The offices of
the people's defender and the Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos (CNDH) complained
that Saavedra prevented them from visiting those arrested to ascertain their identities and offer
them legal assistance.
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On Aug. 2, the Lima Bar Association (Colegio de Abogados, CAL) said 43 people are still
unaccounted for following the July 28 violence. On July 31, the opposition parties and other Peruvian
organizations, including the Asociacion Pro Derechos Humanos (APRODEH), the Foro Democratico,
and the Movimiento por la Democracia, said the police could easily have stopped the acts of
vandalism, which would not have occurred "without a prior and concerted plan of destruction of
property, of obstruction of the work of the firefighters, and without the passivity of the police forces
who were in the area and permitted those acts to occur." They called for a thorough investigation,
with the participation of international experts, to identify the authors of the violence and to
determine how the events unfolded, given the "known subordination of the police, investigators,
and judiciary to the SIN and its boss [Vladimiro] Montesinos."
Some analysts say the opposition played into Fujimori's hands when it failed to prevent the
violence. "It creates a favorable situation for Fujimori to reopen the themes of violence and terrorism
and present himself once again as a symbol of stability," said Giovanna Penaflor, head of the private
polling firm Imasen. International pressure shows little success Fujimori now begins his third fiveyear term faced with an opposition that refuses to recognize the legitimacy of his administration and
an international community that, at best, is taking a wait and see attitude toward Peru.
During the last week in June, an OAS mission, headed by Secretary General Cesar Gaviria and by
Canadian Foreign Minister Lloyd Axworthy, met with Fujimori and Toledo to look for a solution to
the crisis. The OAS suggested a series of democratic reforms and a timetable so that Fujimori's third
term could achieve an acceptable level of legitimacy.
In its recommendations, the OAS called for overhauling the way elections are organized and
improving the judiciary and the media, both seen as under administration control. Washington also
called for reforms and excluded Peru from a US$1.3 billion anti-drug package for Colombia, which
also included funds for drug programs in Bolivia and Ecuador (see NotiSur, 2000-07-14).
The US Senate passed an amendment that would block future aid for Peru if no improvements were
made in its human rights record. Charges of widespread human rights abuses center on the SIN,
headed by Montesinos. The president's opponents accuse Montesinos of using illegal surveillance,
blackmail, and infiltration to maintain Fujimori's control over all branches of government.
But the Clinton administration has backed away from its initial tough position, concerned that
isolating Fujimori's government could undermine the US war on drugs. "I'd be surprised if there
were a strong internationally brokered and organized stance that was really able to solicit anything
more than marginal changes of behavior by Fujimori," said Carol Graham, senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution.
Fujimori promised the OAS he would work with the opposition to reform the military and
intelligence service, create an independent judiciary, and promote freedom of expression and of
the press. "But what we've seen until now is a government absolutely impervious to any type of
negotiation, dialogue or concession," said analyst Fernando Rospigliosi. [Sources: Notimex, 07/28/00,
07/29/00; The New York Times, 07/29/00; The Miami Herald, 07/27/00, 07/30/00; CNN, 07/27/00,
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07/30/00, 07/31/00; Clarin (Argentina), Inter Press Service, 07/31/00; Reuters, 07/26/00, 07/27/00,
08/01/00; Associated Press, 07/28-08/01/00; Spanish news service EFE, 07/27/00, 07/29- 08/02/00]

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 4 of 4

